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1 . THE WMO SECRETARIAT HAS JUST COMPLETED A DOCUMENT ON THE 
JIU STATUTE FOR THE 29TH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 

WHICH MEETS FROM JUNE 7-17, 1977 IN GENEVA. A COPY OF THIS 
DOCUMENT HAS BEEN FORWARDED INTERNATIONAL MAIL TO IO/SCT. 

2. THE DOCUMENT POINTS TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL DIFFICULTY 
THAT ARISES FROM THE ARTICLES OF THE JIU STATUTE WHICH STATES 
THAT THE JIU SHALL BE A SUBSIDIARY ORGAN OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
BODIES OF THE ORGANIZATIONS THAT ACCEPT ITS STATUTES. THE 
DOCUMENT POINTS OUT THAT THERE IS NO PROVISION IN THE CONVEN- 
TION OR THE GENERAL REGULATIONS OF WMO FOR AN OUTSIDE GROUP 
TO BE A "SUBSIDIARY BODY". THE CONVENTION LISTS ONLY THE 
SO-CALLED CONSTITUENT BODIES OF THE ORGANIZATION: THE CONGRESS, 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS, TECHNICAL COM- 
MISSIONS AND SECRETARIAT . AS POINTED OUT BELOW, THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL CONCLUDES THAT ONLY THE WMO CONGRESS 
CAN ACCEPT SUCH A BODY. 

3. THE DOCUMENT REFERS TO AN INTERPRETATION GIVEN TO 
THESE PROVISIONS BY THE UN LEGAL COUNSEL. IT THEN STATES 
AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE. IN THE CASE OF WMO, IT SEEMS CLEAR 
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THAT WHATEVER INTERPRETATION MAY BE GIVEN, THE ACCEPT- 
ANCE BY WMO OF THE STATUTE OF THE JIU CAN ONLY BE DE- 
CIDED BY CONGRESS. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MAY THERE- 
FORE WISH TO REQUEST THE SECRETARY GENERAL TO SUBMIT 
THE STATUTE TO CONGRESS WITH AN APPROPRIATE COVERING 
DOCUMENT. IN THE MEANTIME WMO SHOULD CONTINUE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE WORK OF JIU ON A DE FACTO RATHER 
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THAN A DE JURE BASIS. END QUOTE. 

4. IN A PERSONAL COMMENT ON THIS SUBJECT, THE DIRECTOR 
OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT EXPRESSED CONCERN 
OVER THE ADDED COSTS TO THE ORGANIZATION TO SUPPORT 
THE JIU. HE EXPLAINED THAT WMO NORMALLY BEARS 1 O/O OF 
SUCH COMMON UN FUNCTIONS. FOR A SMALL ORGANIZATION 
THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT. BUT THE PROBLEM THAT 
TROUBLES HIM MORE THAN THE FINANCIAL LOAD IS THE AMOUNT 
OF WORK THAT WILL INEVITABLY FALL ON THE WMO SECRETARIATE 
IN RESPONDING TO JIU REQUESTS. HE POINTS OUT THAT IT 
TAKES VIRTUALLY THE SAME AMOUNT OF TIME FOR A SMALL 
ORGANIZATION TO DEAL WITH QUESTIONNAIRES, INTERVIEWS, 

ETC. AS IT DOES FOR A LARGE ONE, BUT THE LATTER IS 

USUALLY STAFFED TO HANDLE SUCH EXTRANEOUS MATTERS. SORENSON 
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